Nomination for Distinguished Educator Award: Jugana Bikic

It's hard to honour Jugana Bikic with mere words as her gifts are ever-present in her Being that
comes out in all her actions. | have known Ms. Bikic for over twenty years, and | humbly encompass
many voices of gratitude that range from myself personally, to my two children, to my son’s
partner, and numerous students whose lives she has changed. A past testimonial | wrote on her
behalf notes:

Jugana Bikic is one of those rare gems in this world who embodies wisdom, courage, and
love in service of those around her - especially children and youth. Attuning to the younger
generations with deep compassion and awareness of both their gifts and challenges, she is
able to be a mentor, guide, supporter, and advocate. Her ability to empower the next
generation of humanity, with all of its diversity and beauty, gives me hope as | know that
those lives who have been touched by her will also be gifts for us all.

Some examples of her beautiful expression and actions — and these only touch the tip of the iceberg
- include:

Dedication to the profession of education as she has invested in herself and moving from
elementary school teacher, secondary school teacher, vice principal, and now a doctoral
program.

Seeing each child as a beautiful soul who deserves to be seen, understood, and given
opportunities.

o Numerous spontaneous messages from students throughout their lives come back
to her to say thank you for changing the trajectory of where they were going. While
many of us will reflect on teachers who have changed our lives, we often don't make
the effort to get that message back to them. The fact that this is not a rare occasion
speaks volumes to me.

Unflinching advocacy to evolve the education system.

o Having suffered a brain injury at work, she tirelessly worked on her personal
recovery to return and turned her experience into an opportunity to deepen her
understanding of neurodiversity and helping those in the education system to bring
their continued gifts forward in a system that is often lacking in resources,
understanding, and will, to integrate the hidden diversity that comes.

Bringing opportunities, wisdom, and education to others:

o My children, now grown, have been interested in the education system and Jugana,
of her own accord, has gone above and beyond to meet with them, explore their
interests, point them to people, educational programs, and opportunities that could
help them on their path. She has done this with wisdom and care and no
expectations for herself.

Personal support for myself:

o As | embarked on my doctoral program, Jugana has been a staunch supporter,
testimonial writer, and tremendous colleague and friend. It is an honour to know
her.

Jugana offers herself to the world, both our present one and our emerging one. People like her are

needed more than ever.
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